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The Sierra Madre Playhouse Continues to Talk Race in
Theatre

 
A recent $15,000 grant makes work at this California venue possible.

https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=760188134086076&display=popup&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.playbill.com%2Farticle%2Fthe-sierra-madre-playhouse-continues-to-talk-race-in-theatre&caption=&description=A%20recent%20%2415%2C000%20grant%20makes%20work%20at%20this%20California%20venue%20possible.&redirect_uri=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.playbill.com%2Farticle%2Fthe-sierra-madre-playhouse-continues-to-talk-race-in-theatre&picture=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.playbill.com%2Fbc%2F1a%2Fdf3e08434a3c811eac7e0cf76a1d%2F15896026-1293534864003122-1279487184653648808-o.jpg
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.playbill.com%2Farticle%2Fthe-sierra-madre-playhouse-continues-to-talk-race-in-theatre&text=The%20Sierra%20Madre%20Playhouse%20Continues%20to%20Talk%20Race%20in%20Theatre&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.playbill.com%2Farticle%2Fthe-sierra-madre-playhouse-continues-to-talk-race-in-theatre
javascript:print()
mailto:?Subject=The%20Sierra%20Madre%20Playhouse%20Continues%20to%20Talk%20Race%20in%20Theatre&Body=A%20recent%20%2415%2C000%20grant%20makes%20work%20at%20this%20California%20venue%20possible.%0A%0Ahttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.playbill.com%2Farticle%2Fthe-sierra-madre-playhouse-continues-to-talk-race-in-theatre
http://www.playbill.com/category/special-features


12/4/17, 10:31 PMThe Sierra Madre Playhouse Continues to Talk Race in Theatre | Playbill

Page 2 of 2http://www.playbill.com/article/the-sierra-madre-playhouse-continues-to-talk-race-in-theatre

T he Sierra Madre Playhouse was recently bestowed a $15,000 grant by the Sherri And Les Biller Family Foundation for their
upcoming production of Thomas Gibbons’ Bee-luther-hatchee. The foundation awards grants to “inspiring productions and
immersive educational experiences.” They seek out productions with “content that promotes important conversations around

timely social issues.” This is the Xrst major foundation grant awarded to the Sierra Madre Playhouse. Over the past few years they have
been the recipients of several smaller awards such as the Tournament of Roses and the L.A. County Arts grants, but this is the largest to
date.

When applying for the grant, artistic director Christian Lebano said, “We anticipated $5,000. We are thrilled to be receiving $15,000. And we
are honored to be in the same company as ACT in Seattle, the Center Theatre Group, and the Geffen. It’s so validating to be included with
this group of theatres.” The money from the grant will go directly to producing Bee-luther-hatchee and funding talk backs and panels where
Lebano hopes to encourage and continue the conversations about race and the themes of race appropriation that are part of the play.

Bee-luther-hatcee is the story of Shelita Burns, an African-American editor who publishes Bee-luther-hatchee, the autobiography of a
reclusive 72-year-old black woman named Libby Price. Shelita has never met Libby, and when the book wins a prestigious award she
decides to deliver it to her in person. To her profound shock, the actual author of the book is not whom Shelita expected. A fascinating and
provocative look at cultural appropriation and who has the right to tell someone’s story. The play opened January 13 and runs through
February 18. There are talkbacks scheduled after every performance as well as panel discussions to keep the conversation moving
forward. Something Lebano feels is necessary in today’s political climate.

The Sierra Madre Playhouse is located in Sierra Madra, California, 40 minutes from downtown L.A. The remainder of their season includes
this summer’s musical, The Marvelous Wonderettes, and A Wrinkle In Time as part of their school outreach, The Field Trip Program. Tickets
can be reserved at 626-355-4318 or at SierraMadrePlayhouse.org. 
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